
KENDRICK PARK DESIGN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 25, 2011 – 6:45 PM 

Town Room, Town Hall 
MINUTES 

KPDAC MEMBERS PRESENT: Peg Roberts, Marilyn Rodzwell, Alan Snow  
  and Susan Sheldon 

KPDAC MEMBERS ABSENT: Liz Rosenberg, Peter Blier, Christina Mata and Hope Crolius 

SELECT BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT:    Stephanie O’Keeffe, Aaron Hayden, Jim Wald, Diana Stein 

   and Alisa Brewer 

STAFF PRESENT:   John Musante, Town Manager 
     Christine Brestrup, Senior Planner (KPDAC Member) 

 
Presentation and Discussion with Select Board 

The Kendrick Park Design Advisory Committee (KPDAC) and The Cecil Group met with the 
Amherst Select Board for a presentation of the Schematic Plans for Kendrick Park.  The 
meeting was recorded for broadcasting by Amherst Media and was also recorded by Planning 
Department staff. 

Ms. Roberts, Chair of the KPDAC, gave an introduction to the project and summarized a 
history of the project.  She noted that the Kendrick Park Committee, a precursor to the 
KPDAC, had prepared a Report to the Town Manager that contains design goals along with 
hundreds of suggestions and concerns received from town citizens regarding Kendrick Park.  
She introduced Steve Cecil of The Cecil Group. 

Mr. Cecil gave a presentation that included the Park Program and the Preferred Plan.  He 
described the Preferred Plan as follows: 

• Parking along the west side of the park; 

• One-way traffic along North Pleasant Street; 

• Pathways around the edge of the park; 

• The south end of the park – a welcoming plaza; 

• A pathway crossing the park from Pray Street to McClellan; 

• Performance space for 200 people; 

• A non-traditional play area; 

• At the south entry, low walls and a crushed stone plaza; 

• Tables and chairs suitable for dining or working; 

• At the south end, a space for a subsidiary farmers’ market; 

• An oval performance space/ice skating rink with places to sit along the edges; 

• Terraced steps; 

• A play area that could have sculpture used as play structures; (Mr. Cecil showed 
examples); 
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• A great north lawn; 

• The possibility of unearthing granite foundations from the old houses that used to 
exist here; 

• Public art along the edges of the lawns and paths. 

Mr. Cecil discussed the possibility of phasing the construction of the park.  He noted that 
donations and additional funding would allow the town to add elements to the park. 

Putting the utilities underground should be done in the long term. 

Ms. O’Keeffe stated that this was a beautiful design.  The presentation had been very 
informative.   

Mr. Musante thanked the committee and the public for coming to the Select Board meeting.  
He announced that the town would be receiving a final report from the consultants in the 
coming weeks.  He stated that plans for phasing and budgeting are being discussed and that 
this project can be part of a larger capital plan.  Mr. Musante sees Kendrick Park as a 
community gathering place.  It strengthens links to the UMass Campus. 

Ms. Brewer asked if the information in the presentation could be put online.  Ms. Stein asked 
if the signage at the park could encourage the educational aspect of the park. 

Mr. Cecil noted that the design includes the notion of an arboretum.  There will be native 
trees that thrive here.  We should also include trees related to Amherst’s Asian connection. 

Ms. O’Keeffe asked about the historical artifacts from the houses that have been moved.  Is 
there any way to tie in the design of the park with the history of the houses? 

Mr. Cecil stated that the park design could tell the story of how Kendrick Park came to be, 
why the buildings were there and why they were moved.  The design can also tell the story of 
the Tan Brook.  It may be impractical to dig it up, but it is part of the heritage of the park.   

Terry Rooney, Chair of the Public Arts Commission, commented that public art could be 
used to bring attention to Tan Brook.   

Responding to a question of “What’s next?”, Mr. Musante stated that changes to Kendrick 
Park will involve changes to the street and the right-of-way.  The Select Board will be kept 
informed and will “weigh in” on infrastructure changes. 

Danya Teitelbaum, a farmer in Ware, stated that Kendrick Park would be a great site for a 
farmers’ market.  A farmers’ market needs 17 to 25 vendors to be successful. 

Mr. Cecil stated that this location could accommodate 17 to 25 farmers’ stalls.  Parking 
would be an issue.  The park is adaptable.  The park should not look empty when the farmers’ 
market is not there. 

Meeting of the Kendrick Park Design Advisory Committee 

The KPDAC left the meeting with the Select Board at approximately 7:15 p.m. and retired to 
the Second Floor Meeting Room, adjacent to the Town Room, in Town Hall to continue the 
discussion.   

Mr. Cecil stated that the final plan would be more realistic in terms of the number of benches; 
that is, the number will be reduced.  Benches are estimated to cost $1200 to $1400 each.  The 
normal population of the park will not be too great so as to need so many benches.   

Mr. O’Connor noted that there is a tension between the number of benches and having 
enough flexible space for the farmers’ market.  Mr. Cecil observed that the left or west side of 
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the park, at the south end, should be kept free of benches in order to allow access to the park 
for a market.  Benches are easy to add after the park is built. 

Ms. Roberts noted that one approach to the playground would be to approach the Eric Carle 
Museum.   

The consultants noted that bronze sculptures like those in the Dr. Suess Park in Springfield 
are expensive items.  They can be paid for by sponsorship and can be a fund-raising 
opportunity. 

Irene Starr, member of the Kendrick Park Committee, suggested that there could be a 
“Hungry Caterpillar” to climb on. 

Mr. Cecil noted that the cost estimate would include an allowance for the playground. 

There was discussion about the design of the entry spaces and how big they should be. 

Mr. Cecil suggested laying out the design in the field during the next stage of design. 

Mr. Snow commented that the path that runs across the site, as shown on the plan is very 
wide. 

There was discussion about children using topography and the amphitheater seats as places to 
play. 

There was discussion about “trees that shouldn’t be lost”.  Mr. Cecil stated that the program 
and plan would drive the tree removal.  The layout of the existing trees on the plan is not 
accurate.  A good survey will be required to locate the trees exactly. 

Adjournment – The meeting of the KPDAC was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Christine M. Brestrup, Senior Planner 
 


